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Claims : 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1 -2. (Cancelled) 

3 . (Currently Amended) A computer system, comprising: 
a client component; 

a server component comprising n dynamic link library, s nld an object represented in a 
dynamic link library file, the client component arranged to make requests to saklthe server 
component dvring execution of saklthe client component; 

a request archive component, maintaining a representation of requests which can be 
satisfied by scJdthe server component; and 

a request intercepting component, arranged to intercept requests from saklthe client 
component to said the server component, and to determine from saklthe representation whether a 
request is sup ported by saidthe server component; jind 

suehnl hat s ai dw herein the request intercepting component is arranged to search external 
sources to locate and provide to saklthe server component an executable implementation of 
functionality required for saklthe server component to support saklthe request when said request 
is not currently supported; 

s uch that s aid w herein the request intercepting component thereafter invokes sakkjhe 
request on saidthe server component in a manner hidden from saklthe client component; and 

s uch Chat s aid s erver component comprise s an object represented in s aid dynam ite 
link library file in at least one comput e r program; 

such that s aid wherein the request intercepting component searches for saidthe dynamic 
link library file, or an updated version of saidthe dynamic link library file if a current version of 
saidthe dynamic link library file held on saidthe computer system does not provide the 
functionality of saidthe server component. 
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8. (Currently Amended) A computer system, comprising: 
a client component; 

a server component comprising n dynamic link libra rvwsaid an object represented in a 
dynamic link library file, the client component arranged to make requests to saidthe server 
component during execution of saidthe client component; 

a request archive component, including a representation of requests which can be satisfied 
by saidthe seiner component; and 

a request intercepting component, intercepting requests from saidthe client component to 
saidthe server component, and determining from saidthe representation if a request is supported 
by saidthe server component; saidthe request intercepting component being arranged to search 
external sourc es to locate and provide to saidthe server component an executable implementation 
of functionality required for saidthe server component to support saidthe request if saMthe 
request is not currently supported; and for thereafter invoking saidthe request on saidthe server 
component in a manner hidden from saidthe client component: and 

s uch that said s e rv e r component compri s es an object r e presented in s aid dyna mte4ink 
library file In at lea s t one computer program} 

s uch that s ai dw herein the request intercepting component searches for saidthe dynamic 
link library file, or an updated version of saidthe dynamic link library file if a current version of 
saidthe dynamic link library file held on saidthe computer system does not provide the 
functionality of saidthe server component. 



9-10. 



(Cancelled) 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) A computer system comprising: 
a client component comprising a software program; 

a server component comprising an object represented in the operating system shell called 
by said the software program, s ueh that s aid w herein the client component is arranged to make 
requests to saMthe server component during execution of saidthe client component; 

a request archive component for maintaining a representation of requests which can be 
satisfied by scrfktthe server component; and 

a request intercepting component comprising a command interpreter, arranged to intercept 
requests from saktthe client component to saklthe server component, and to determine from 
saidthe representation whether a request is supported by saidthe server component; 

sueh that said w herein the request intercepting component is arranged to search external 
sources to locate and provide to saidthe server component an executable implementation of 
functionality required for saidthe server component to support saidthe request when saMthe 
request is not currently supported; 

saidw herein the request intercepting component thereafter invokings ak tinvokes the 
request on saidthe server component in a manner hidden from saidthe client component; and 

s ueh ithat said s erver component comprises an object repre se nt e d in s aid operating 
s ystem s hell oollcd by s aid s oftware program; 

such that s ai dw herein the request intercepting component searches for saklthe operating 
system shell, or an updated version of said the operating system shell if a current version of 
saidthe operating system shell held on saidthe computer system does not provide the functionality 
of saidthe seiver component. 
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12. (Currently Amended) A computer system comprising: 

a client component, comprising a software program; 

& server component comprising an object represented in the operating system shell 
called by saklthe software program, s uch that s aid w herein the client component is arranged to 
make requests; to saidthe server component during execution of saidthe client component; 

a request archive component for maintaining a representation of requests which can be 
satisfied by Stitidthe server component; and 

a request archive component maintaining a representation of requests which can be 
satisfied by ratidthe server component; and 

a request intercepting component, for intercepting requests from saidthe client component 
to saidthe seiver component, and for determining from saidthe representation whether a request 
is supported by saidthe server component; saidthe intercepting means comprising a command 
interpreter and being arranged to search external sources to locate and provide to saidthe server 
component an executable implementation of functionality required for saidthe server component 
to support saidthe request when saidthe request is not currently supported; and for thereafter 
invoking saidthe request on saidthe server component in a manner hidden from saidthe client 
component:.and 

such that said server component compri s es an object represented in s aid operating 
s y s tem shell called by said s oftware program; 

such that sai dw herein the request intercepting component searches for saidthe operating 
system shell, or an updated version of saidthe operating; system shell if a current version of 
saidthe operating system shell held on saidthe computer system does not provide the 
functionality of saidthe server component. 
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13. (Currently Amended) A CORBA distributed computer system comprising: 

a client component, saidthe client component being an object of saidthe CORBA 
distributed computer system; 

a server component, saktthe server component being an object of wWtte CORBA 
distributed computer system, s uch that s ai d wherein the client component is arranged to make 
requests to saktthe server component during execution of saktthe client component; 

a request archive component, maintaining a representation of requests which can be 
satisfied by sstktthe server component; and 

a request intercepting component, comprising an object request broker arranged to intercept 
requests from saktthe client component to saktthe server component, and to determine from 
saktthe representation whether a request is supported by saktthe server component; and 

s uch iJittt s ai dw herein the request intercepting component is arranged to search external 
sources to locate and provide to saktthe server component an executable implementation of 
functionality required for satdthe server component to support saktthe request when saktthe 
request is not currently supported; 

sakttli.e request intercepting component thereafter invoking saidthe request on saktthe 
server component in a manner hidden from sak tthe client component; 

s uch that s aid s erver component is an object of said CORBA distributed computer 
s ystem; 

such^ hnt s ai d wherein the request intercepting component is invoked by the object request 
broker to seaich for saidthe object of saktthe CORBA distributed computer system, or an undated 
version of SflMthe object of saidthe CORBA distributed computer system if a current versiou of 
satdthe CORBA distributed computer system does not Provide the functionality of satdthe server 
component. 
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14. (Currently Amended) A CORBA distributed computer system comprising: 
a client component, saidthe client component being an object of the CORBA distributed 
computer system; 

a server component, saidthe server component being an object of the CORBA distributed 
computer system, s uch that s nid w herein the client component is arranged to make request to 
saidthe server component during execution of saidthe client component; 

a request archive component, maintaining a representation of requests which can be 
satisfied by seadthe server component; and 

a request intercepting component, intercepting requests from saidthe client component to 
saidthe server component, and for determining from saidthe representation whether a request is 
supported by saidthe server component; saidthe request intercepting component comprising a 
command interpreter and being arranged to search external sources to locate and provide to 
saidthe serve* component an executable implementation of functionality required for saMthe 
server component to support saidthe request when saidthe request is not currently supported; and 
for thereafter invoking saidthe request on said server component in a manner hidden from saidthe 
client component: and 

suchH that said s erver component is on object of s aid CORBA distributed computer 
s y s tem) 

s uch that s ai d wherein the request intercepting component is invoked by the object 
request broker to search for saidthe object of said CORBA distributed computer system, or an 
updated version of saidthe object of said CORBA distributed computer system if a current version 
of saidthe CORBA distributed computer system does not provide the functionality of saidthe 
server component. 
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15. (Currently Amended) A computer system comprising: 
a client component; 

a server component, comprising a protocol interpreter* such - that s aid i nterpreter 
arranged to itnake request based on an expected vocabulary, wherein the client component is 
arranged to make requests to satdthe server component during execution of saidthe client 
component; 

a request archive component, maintaining a representation of requests which can be 
satisfied by sctidthe server component; and 

a request intercepting component, arranged to intercept requests from saklthe client 
component to said server component, and to determine from sftidthe representation whether a 
request is supported by saktthe protocol interpreter of saktthe server component; jind 

s uch that said w herein the request intercepting component is arranged to search external 
sources to locate and provide to saklthe server component an executable implementation of 
functionality required for satdthe server component to support saktthe request when said request 
is not currently supported; 

s uch that sai dw herein the request intercepting component thereafter invokes saklthe 
request on sftidthe server component in a manner hidden from saklthe client component; and 

s uch that s aid s erver component compri s e s a protocol interpreter arranged to make 
reque s t ba s ed on an expected vocabulary of the s erv e r component; 

s uch that s ai dw herein the request intercepting component searches for saklthe request, or 
loads the request into the vocabulary of the server component by saklthe protocol interpreter if a 
current version of saklthe request does not provide the functionality of saklthe server component. 
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16. (Currently Amended) A computer system comprising: 
a client component; 

a server component, comprising a protocol interpreter s uch that s ai d intcrpreter 
arranged to make request based on an expected vocabulary, wherein the client component is 
arranged to make request to saidthe server component during execution of saidthe client 
component; 

a request archive component, maintaining a representation of requests which can be 
satisfied by saddthe server component; and 

a request intercepting component, intercepting requests from saidthe client component to 
saidthe server component, and determining from saidthe representation whether a request is 
supported by saidthe protocol interpreter of saidthe server component; saidthe request 
intercepting component being arranged to search external sources to locate and provide to saidthe 
server component an executable implementation of functionality required for saidthe server 
component to support saidthe request when saidthe request is not currently supported; and for 
thereafter invoking saidthe request on saidthe server component in a manner hidden from saidthe 
client component: and 

sueh i hat said s erver - component comprise s a protocol interpreter arranged to make 
request ba s ed on an expected vocabulary of the server component! 

s uch that s ai dw herein the request intercepting component searches for saidthe request, or 
loads the request into the vocabulary of the server component by saidthe protocol interpreter if a 
current version of saidthe request does not provide the functionality of saidthe server component. 
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17. ( Cu rrently Amended) A component based computer system comprising: 
a client component; 

a server component comprising a local service manager s uch that s aid manager wiith a 
set of services known to be present on the server component wherein the client component is 
arranged to snake requests to sa&the server component during execution of saklthe client 
component; 

an archive request component for maintaining a representation of requests which can be 
satisfied by width e server component; and 

a request intercepting component, arranged to intercept requests from saklthe client 
component to sakithe server component, and to determine from saidthe representation whether a 
request is supported by sakithe local service manager of said the server component; and 

s uch chat s ai dw herein the request intercepting component is arranged to search external 
sources to locate and provide to sakithe server component an executable implementation of 
functionality required for sakithe server component to support said request when sakithe request 
is not currently supported; 

such that s aid w herein the request intercepting component thereafter invokes sakithe 
request on saidthe server component in a manner hidden from sakithe client component; jind 

s uch i that said s erver component comprising a local s ervice manager comprises a s et 
of service s known to b e present on the s erver component; 

s uch that s aid wherein the request intercepting component uses the local service manager 
to search for an implementation of the requested service, or an updated version of the requested 
service if a current version of the requested service held on sakithe computer system does not 
provide the requested functionality of sakithe server component. 
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18. (Currently Amended) A component based computer system comprising: 
a client component; 

a servur component, comprising a local service manager, s uch that s aidmanager with a 
set of services known to be present on the server component wherein the client component is 
arranged to make request to saidthe server component during execution of saidthe client 
component; 

an archive request component, maintaining a representation of requests which can be 
satisfied by stMthe server component; and 

a request intercepting component, intercepting requests from saidthe client component to 
saidthe server component, and determining from saidthe representation whether a request; is 
supported by saidthe local service manager of saidthe server component; saidthe request 
intercepting component being arranged to search external sources to locate and provide to saidthe 
server component an executable implementation of functionality required for saidthe server 
component to support saidthe request when saidthe request is not currently supported; and for 
thereafter invoking saidthe request on saidthe server component in a manner hidden from 
saidthe client component : and 

s uch 1:hnt s aid s erver component comprising a local s ervice manager compri s es a s et 
of s ervice s known to be present on the s erver compon e nt} 

s uch that said w herein the request intercepting component uses the local service manager 
to search for an implementation of the requested service, or an updated version of the requested 
service if a current version of the requested service held on saidthe computer system does not 
provide the requested functionality of saidthe server component. 
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